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THE CALL OF TAPAS

After three years of service as a teacher at Vellore,
Ganapati felt a deep aversion for the job. The salary was
meagre and he had to take up private tutions for
supplementing   his earnings. The pursuit of his ideals
resulted only in the promotion of social antagonism and
derision. Thus he began to feel depressed at the trend of
events and his life in general at Vellore.

Visalakshi's health also deteriorated and she too got
vexed with life at Vellore. She wanted to engage herself in
tapas and be a companion of her husband in his spiritual life.
At that juncture a divine prompting made Ganapati continue
his stay at Vellore. On February 17, 1907, Ganapati had a
dream in which Bhadraka appeared and announced
cryptically: "I have given up my body. Remain awake.
Society will be revolutionised by your tapas hereafter".

Ganapati woke up and wondered why Bhadraka had
not told him of his existence on the earth all these years. He
felt sad at the passing away of this spiritual comrade. He
immediately woke up Appu and A.P. Duraiswamy who were
sleeping nearby and informed them of the sad event. Early
morning, Doraiswamy who had gone out brought a newspaper
in which there was the announcement of the death of. Colonel
Olcott, the President of the Theosophical Society, and his
picture. Ganapati was surprised to find (on seeing the
newspaper) that Bhadraka was none other than Colonel
Olcott! He wondered why he had not found the picture of
Olcott anywhere in Madras. Had he known that Bhadraka
was all along staying at Adayar (Madras), he would certainly
have contacted him and discussed with him about their
common ideals and aims. Why had Bhadraka disappeared
before the fulfilment of ideal for which he was born?
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